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The relations between officers and men are not always satisfactory. Little or no distinction is drawn between commissioned and non-commissioned rank. Imprisonment and even corporal punishment is inflicted quite impartially on both. It is no uncommon thing for the colonel on parade to box the ears of his junior officers. Mohammed Ali Pasha was particularly fond of administering correction to his subordinates in this manner. When he arrived at the coast after the siege he found that no proper arrangements had been made for the embarkation of some troops he desired to send to Geezan. He sent for the port captain and there and then, standing on the quay, smacked his face.
Another great mistake is made in allowing the Vali and other high officials to make appointments to or dismissals from the subordinate posts at their own caprice. Not only does this practice lead to corruption, but the officer holding such an appointment dare not in many cases exercise his authority for fear of incurring the enmity of some one who may, through his own dismissal, the next day be in a position to retaliate on him.
Since the revolution the officers of the army have become divided into two distinct classes, the one consisting of officers of the old regime, generally illiterate men who, starting from the ranks, have won their positions by hard work and soldierly qualities ; the other, the " Maktabie" (Collegian) class, consisting of men educated at the military college, who have passed the required examinations. After the deposition of Abdul Hamid, many officers of the higher ranks were dismissed and others were reduced in grade. Some unfortunate officers went from Major-General to Second Lieutenant. This was not done by way of punishment, but as a necessary preliminary to the reorganization of the Army. Izzet Pasha himself had gone down a step, and so had the old Albanian Pasha who would have it that I was a rogue.
Things like these do not make for good discipline or good feeling in an army. The old-fashioned officer who has spent his life in the field does not relish being ordered about by the Maktabie many years his junior, whose knowledge of war is "made in Germany." He does not say much about it, for the Turkish peasant is a man 18